May 31, 2018
Re. Neonicotinoid insecticides
Dear Prime Minister Trudeau:
On behalf of Canada’s leading civil society organizations working toward environmental
sustainability, we are writing to urge your government to take immediate action to end the
use of neonicotinoid insecticides in Canada in response to recent international developments
and significant evidence of serious harm.
We draw your attention to the attached open letter signed by more than 200 scientists,
published in the June 1, 2018, edition of the journal Science. The scientists write: “The
balance of evidence strongly suggests that these chemicals are harming beneficial insects
and contributing to the current massive loss of global biodiversity.” They call for immediate
national and international action to greatly restrict the use of neonicotinoids and prevent
registration of similarly harmful agrochemicals in the future.
We echo this call and ask for your leadership to resolve the inadequacies of Canada’s
regulatory action on neonicotinoids to date. Neonicotinoids are among the most widely used
insecticides in this country. They are detected in surface-water samples across Canada, a
concerning indication of pervasive environmental contamination. Scientists have also
determined that neonicotinoids are persisting in the environment much longer than
previously expected. Health Canada’s Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) is
conducting several reviews of neonicotinoids and has so far proposed to phase out one of
them, imidacloprid, but not until 2021 at the earliest. In December 2017, the PMRA proposed
to continue registration of the other two common neonicotinoids, recommending restrictions
only for some uses without addressing the major use of these chemicals as seed treatments.
In contrast, European Union member countries voted in April 2018 to ban all outdoor
agricultural uses of neonicotinoids by the end of this year, after updated scientific
assessments published by the European Food Safety Authority confirmed serious risks to
bees. Canada must take similar decisive action to protect pollinators and other
insects that are fundamental to our food security, biodiversity and ecosystem
functioning.
It is widely acknowledged and supported by scientific evidence that neonicotinoids are not
needed to sustain agricultural production. The PMRA estimates neonicotinoid seed
treatments add just 3.2 to 3.6 per cent of the national farm gate value for corn, and 1.5 to 2.1
per cent for soybean. This calculation does not take into account adverse effects of
neonicotinoids on species beneficial to agriculture. A 2018 global research review of
alternatives to neonicotinoids identified less toxic methods of pest control that are affordable
and effective.

With appropriate government support for farmers to assist with transition away from
neonicotinoids, Canada can and should match the European timeline for ending
neonicotinoid use. Continued delay in the face of strong evidence of serious harm to
ecosystems and species threatens to undermine our collective efforts to preserve
biodiversity in Canada.
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